Response to Intervention (RtI)
Parent Guide

Multi-Tiered System

In RtI, students receive help based on what they need. The more problems they are having with
school, the more help they get. This system is usually referred to as a multi-tiered (or multilevel) model like the one below. Each tier (or level) receives more instruction than the one
before. How much help a student gets depends on how he responds to the instruction he has
received previously. As shown in the picture below, Illinois’ RtI system has three tiers.

Tier 1
Tier 1 is what all students receive automatically in the
classroom from their teacher. This is also known as
“core instruction”. In Tier 1, teachers try to reach
each child at their level. To do this, teachers use a
variety of lessons and activities.

Tier 2
Tier 2 gives students who are struggling more help on
top of what they are getting in their classrooms.
This is done in smaller groups of students. Tier 2
usually includes extra practice and teaching for
students.

Tier 3
Tier 3 provides even more help and instruction than
Tier 2 and the group of students is even smaller.
This is the highest level of RtI. This help is given at a
higher level of intensity than Tier 2 and is also in
addition to core instruction. Tier 3 interventions are
tailored specifically to meet the needs of each
student.

Movement through the Tiers
Students may move back and forth through the tiers
depending on how they respond to the help they are
receiving. For example, a student can move from Tier
1 to Tier 2 and then back to Tier 1 within a relatively
short period of time if they have responded well to
the help they received in Tier 2.
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It is important that students receive the types and
levels of assistance they need WHEN they need
them. So, children do not always move across the
tiers in order. For example, a student who is
struggling a lot may go straight to Tier 3 because
he/she needs more help than what is given at Tier 2.
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